Think-Ink-Pair-Share Strategy

(Adapted from Rachel Billmyer’s Strategies to Engage the Mind of the Learner)

Purpose: 

· To develop critical thinking skills

· To develop prewriting abilities

· To develop a scaffolding organizer for content reading and responding

· To develop problem solving, decision making and consensus building skills

Teacher Instructions:

1. Assign students to teams or partners  

2. Provide students with a central question or prompt

3. Allow students time to consider the question or prompt and record their initial reactions and thoughts in the Think section of the organizer

4. Provide students with a content-related article or reading passage and allow students time to read.  Students should record their preliminary responses to the question/prompt in the Ink section of the organizer

5. Students then share with a partner and record another student’s idea or suggestion on the Pair section of the organizer

6. Students can then share in a larger team or with the class and can record thoughts or ideas from their classmates in the Share section of the organizer

Other suggested uses:

Consider using higher level questions for each step of the organizer.  For example the question for think might be a basic identification or recall question.  As the student moves through the organizer, the questions could spiral into more difficult, involved questions as they reflect on reading, work with partners and share with the larger group.

Think-Ink-Pair-Share Worksheet
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